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ATTLEBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Hall, Queens Square, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 2AF 
Tel:  01953 456194 - email:enquiries@attleboroughtc.org.uk 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Attleborough Town Council 
 Held on Monday, 7 September 2015 at 7.00pm in the Town Hall 

 
 
Present: 

Cllr A Perkins – presiding 
Cllr G Ellis  Cllr G Dickerson  Cllr E Tyrer  Cllr T Crouch  
Cllr J Burton  Cllr J Blyth   Cllr M Weaver Cllr J Williams 
Cllr S Taylor  Cllr T Taylor 

 In attendance – Gina Lopes – Clerk to Attleborough Town Council 
Dist Cllr R Oliver 
Dist Cllr K Martin 

3 x public 
 
 

065.15) Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted as follows:- 
Cllr J Taylor   - unwell 
Cllr R Bond   - work 
Further apologies noted from Dist Cllr Pettitt and NCC Cllr Byrne 
 
066.15) Declarations of Interest   
a) To receive and consider declarations of interest in items below 
Declarations of interest were received as follows: 
Cllr Tyrer - Agenda items 7a (cheques) and 8 (Neighbourhood Plan) 
Cllr Ellis - Agenda items 7a (cheques) and 7g (Quotes - Queen’s Square) 
Cllr Perkins - Agenda items 7a (cheques) 
b) To receive and consider dispensations in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests – None received 
 
067.15) Public Participation 
RESOLVED to suspend the meeting to allow members of the public to speak – See 
“Public Participation Notes” attached  
 

068.15a) Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 3 August 2015  
RESOLVED to approve and accept the minutes of the meeting of Full Council held 
on 3 August 2015 as a true and accurate record of the meeting, subject to the minor 
amendment below, and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman 
Min 057.15 – delete:  “MP George Freeman” 
068.15b) Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee meetings held on 3 
and 17 August 2015  
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RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the meetings of the Planning & Highways 
Committee held on 3 and 17 August 2015 and the recommendations therein 
068.15c) Minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 
Monday, 20 July 2015 
RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the meetings of the Environment Committee 
held on 20 July 2015 and the recommendations therein 
 
069.15) Attleborough Neighbourhood Plan  
a) To receive an update on progress –  
Cllr Tyrer presented a written report as below:- 
1 Introduction 

This Note has been produced to provide an update on progress of the ANP since 30
th

 June 

2015. It summarises the works to date, meetings undertaken and update on programme and 

resource requirements. 

2  Draft Plan 

Work has continued on developing the Draft ANP, and the supporting Suit of Reports to 

support the Plan. These supporting documents at this stage are: 

 Basic Conditions Report – setting out the current context of Attleborough, 

opportunities and constraints 

 Evidence Base Report – sets out the evidence to support the Plan, using previous 

reports to support the then ASHAAP and Local Plan 

 Consultation Statement – review of all consultation undertaken, including the 

ASHAAP and identifying key comments and evidence to support the proposed 

Objectives of the ANP 

 Sustainability Appraisal – to be agreed with Breckland Council 

 Delivery Strategy – In development with Breckland Council following the proposed 

Greater Attleborough Development Partnership. This will clearly set out how the 

Plan will be delivered and implemented 

Draft Objectives are continuing to be developed and consulted on with the Sub-Groups prior 

to the main consultation event in the autumn. 

Supporting documentation for the ANP is: 

 Basic Conditions Report 

 Evidence Base 

 Consultation Report 

 Consultation Statement 

 Delivery Strategy 

 Sustainability Appraisal (being agreed with Breckland) 

 

3  Activities undertaken since 28
th

 July 2015  

 Review of Plan housing growth figures in consultation with Breckland DC 

 Meeting with Health Consultants re evolving strategy and options (Awaiting 

objectives, policy and option input) and update of visit 

 Meeting with Phil Mileham/Iain Withington (Breckland)  re: draft objectives, strategy 

and policies. Discussion on timescales and link to Local Plan and SA. 

 Review of Transport Brief issued by NCC 
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 Meeting with Neil McShane re AAN master plan and sports provision and 

management 

 Meeting with Sports and Leisure Sub-Group re strategy and objectives 

 Meeting with Orbit Homes 

 Meeting with Urban Blu, re Urban design issues 

 Review of Consultation programme 

 Meeting with Liz Wrigley re Policy development 

 Meeting with NCC Economic Development re Employment land and options 

 Development of Draft NP and structure 

 Review of need for SA and structure 

 Meeting with Connaught Hall Trustees 

 Meeting with Church Street Dental Practice, re Health and Social Wellbeing Sector 

4 Proposed next steps 

1. Sector leads provide final inputs for objectives and policies for ANP 

2. Finalise Health and Social Care Report 

3. Provide Draft ANP for SG comments only 

4. Continue to develop supporting documentation and programme 

5. Meet all Developers to agree objectives and develop supporting policies 

6. Sector Leads to develop with key community stakeholders Community projects to take 

forward 

7. Arrange meeting with NCC Highways to discuss brief for transport interventions 

8. Arrange further meetings with Breckland Council Planning Authority to discuss and 

agree: 

a. Objectives 

b. Supporting Policies 

c. Mapping input for land allocations plan and evidence report 

d. Programme 

e. Delivery Strategy 

9. Discuss options for Urban Design input 

10. Continued review of funding options for the ANP 

11. Plan with the Communications Group, consultation programme and event for Autumn 

and Continue to consult through Attleborough Matters and Web 

12. Agree with Planning Consultant the review of work and production of Final Drafts 

13. Meeting with Breckland Planning officers 

14. Meeting with Breckland re: Development Partnership 

 

5 Programme 

 Next ANP SG to review Draft ANP, subject to meetings and consensus on  specific 

community projects at this stage. 

 Sector leads to finalise community projects and options (September) 

 Public consultation (October) 

All the above is subject to resources being made available 
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The report was discussed at length and several members expressed concern at the 
lack of progress and time taken to produce a tangible document.  Cllr Tyrer assured 
members that several people were working very hard in the background and a lot of 
progress had been made and tried to explain the detail of producing a credible 
document.  Had agreed at Steering Group meeting that there would be a product, 
even though there may be gaps to fill in, by October, as well as a revised programme 
and likely costs from a consultancy.  Cllr Tyrer would finish his part and then a 
consultant would be appointed and the Town Council could decide how they wished 
to take the project forward. There was a request to have this information prior to the 
next meeting to enable members to consider it thoroughly. Members expressed their 
thanks to Cllr Tyrer for his efforts and felt it was an advantage that he was an 
Attleborough resident with a passion for the future of the town. 
ACTION: CLERK/ET 
 
8.40pm Cllr Tyrer left the meeting 
 
070.15) Councillors Reports 
a) Resignation of Cllr Heginbotham – Noted for information 
b) Brief verbal reports were received and included the following:- 

 Cllr Burton asked for an update on the alleyway from Snowdrop Drive to 
Westfields discussed at the August meeting and the Clerk confirmed both 
Highways and Breckland had been contacted and this was not a public right 
of way but in private ownership. 

 Cllr Weaver reported there was a sign and bags of dog waste attached to a 
telegraph pole in Mill Lane. 

 Cllr Weaver asked if there was any weight restriction to stop lorries over 
7.5ton passing through the town centre and reported a recent near miss 
where a lorry mounted the pavement – the Clerk will report to Highways 

ACTION: CLERK 
 
071.15) Other Reports  
a) The Chairman – No report at this time 
b) County and District Councillors – Noted for information  
Dist Cllr Oliver – attended a meeting with Cllr Crouch and Cllr Sam Taylor regarding 
Carver’s Lane application and was concerned re the ratio of 1 to 100 floods and the 
adjacent play area where possible contamination would “cost a fortune” to rectify.  
The turning circle is not big enough for Bodo’s use and Highways has approved the 
lorries can go through the estate and feels this will impact residents and there are 
problems with the site which he is trying to mitigate to make better for the residents  
Dist Cllr Martin – On the planning committee and advised that sometimes when 
plans are turned down it can cost the rate payers a lot of money if they then go to 
appeal and succeed. Attended one long planning meeting in August but has been a 
quiet month and mainly carrying out electoral work. Reported that the Compass 
Garage application had been approved. He has a meeting with Julie Kennealy 
regarding the Neighbourhood Plan and is expecting to be given some bullet points 
c) Other representatives & Town Affairs – Noted for information 
Cllr Burton – Attended meetings for the Boxing Club; Neighbourhood Plan and 
Connaught Hall 
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Cllr Ellis – Concerned that no-one attended the SNAP meeting and it was cancelled 
and then at the next meeting no representative from the Council had attended.  The 
Clerk confirmed all councillors had been forwarded the emails containing the details 
of SNAP meetings.  Cllr Ellis advised that the next meeting would be held on 24 
November 2015 at 11.00am and hoped the Mayor; Deputy Mayor or Cllr Crouch 
would attend 
Cllr Perkins – the Fun Day held on Bank Holiday Monday had been a success 
despite the very bad wet weather and expressed his thanks to all involved 
Cllr S Taylor – Reported that the alleyway between Besthorpe Road and Lomond 
Road was very overgrown  
d) Clerk’s report – Noted for information  
Vandalism incident at Norfolk Drive Play Area – The rubber surface around the 
roundabout in the play area has suffered from minor vandalism.  A patch in the 
surface has been created and the play contractor has visited the site and a quote for 
repair is awaited.  The Police have been in attendance but no further action taken at 
this time. 
Floodlights at Gaymers – An inspection of the floodlights has been booked 
(10.09.15) to see if the lights are in acceptable condition to use.  Mr Dennis has 
asked about the work to the lights and if these or other lights will be made available 
to other clubs – Members agreed other clubs should have use of the lights and the 
Clerk was asked to chase the details of the existing S106 agreements to confirm 
possible funding 
Reminder – meeting with Mr Hendry, Plan Surv on 16 September 2015 at 
6.30pm – Town Hall – (Haverscroft House Farm) - open to all councillors  
Reminder – Planning Training Session on 21 September 2015 at 7pm – Town 
Hall – open to all councillors – please try to attend 
Reminder – Visit to Breckland Council (Julie Kenneally) – 22 September 2015 
at 2.30pm (note change to earlier time) – open to all councillors  
ACTION: CLERK/ALL CLLRS 
 
072.15)  Financial Matters 
a) To authorise the payment of cheques  
On the motion of Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr Crouch, it was 
RESOLVED to approve and accept the payment of cheques as per tabled list -Total 
£21,727.94 
b) To agree direct debits  
On the motion of Cllr Crouch, seconded by Cllr Bond, it was 
RESOLVED to approve and accept the direct debits as per tabled list -Total 
£14,889.71 
c) To receive Income  
On the motion of Cllr Burton, seconded by Cllr Williams, it was 
RESOLVED to approve and accept the income for June as per tabled list –Total 
£15,800.17 
d)  External auditor’s report 2014/15  
On the motion of Cllr Ellis, seconded by Cllr Williams, it was 
RESOLVED to accept the external auditor’s report and completion of audit for 
2014/15 
Cllr Ellis thanked the Town Clerk and her staff for achieving a good job on the audit 
in their first year with the Council and this was reiterated by the members 
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e) Income & Expenditure Report to 31 July 2015 – Noted for information and Cllr 
Burton confirmed a 31% spend and felt the Council was on track with the budget 
f) Quote for refurbishment of Town sign – The initial quote was considered and 
the Clerk was requested to arrange a site visit by the artist to enable an accurate 
price to be obtained and also to seek a further quote for a comparison 
g) Quotes for fixings for posts in Queen’s Square – There was a long discussion 
and the Clerk was asked to seek further quotes for the welding and also for 
additional painting of the railings and posts. 
On the motion of Cllr Weaver, seconded by Cllr Williams, it was 
RESOLVED to approve the quote from Broadland Products Ltd to fabricate brackets 
and install the uprights on to the existing railings in Queen’s Square to a total of 
£1,442.00 ex VAT 
h) Broken windows/insurance – ATFC – The further correspondence from the 
Football Club was discussed and the Clerk advised she had checked both the lease 
and the Council’s insurance schedule. 
On the motion of Cllr Burton, seconded by Cllr Weaver, it was  
RESOLVED to approve that the Clerk progress the necessary repair to the windows 
and request the Football Club to return a signed copy of their lease 
ACTION: CLERK 
 
10.05pm - Cllr Williams left the meeting 
 
072.15) Correspondence 
a) Litter concerns - ATFC – Correspondence from the Football Club was 
discussed.  Members believed there was an alcohol ban on the Recreation Ground 
which could be enforced by the Police and Clerk to report for action. Suggest the 
Football Club provide a bin near the pitches when in use. 
b) Italian Market request – Further correspondence was considered and it was felt 
it would be more suitable for the Market to use the Queen’s Square car park and for 
the applicant to liaise direct with Breckland 
c) Anti-social behaviour in Lomond Road – Correspondence from the resident 
was discussed and the Clerk to contact Highways and the Police and ask what 
action can be taken.  The Clerk to obtain costs for installing a drop post and to report 
back to Council 
ACTION: CLERK 
 
073.15) Date of next Meeting  
Monday, 5 October 2015 
 
074.15) Exclusion of Press and Public  
RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting under the Local 
Government Act 1972 (section 100 (A) (4) given the sensitive nature of the business 
to be discussed.  
 
075.15) Staff Matters  
a) Grounds holiday cover and hours – The Clerk advised that there was a need 
for the Grounds staff to have overtime to enable holiday cover and this was 
supported.  The Grounds staff had also requested a change of hours to avoid town 
congestion in the mornings and this was discussed. 
On the motion of Cllr S Taylor, seconded by Cllr Weaver, it was 



ATC Mins 07.09.15 

 

7 

 

RESOLVED that the Grounds staff could start an hour earlier at 7.30 during British 
Summer time and then revert back to their usual hours for the Winter period. 
b) Grounds Apprenticeships – The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken to the 
Grounds staff regarding the appointment of an apprentice and whilst they were not 
against this, they did feel training an apprentice would take their time and they would 
prefer the appointment of an additional member of staff and this was discussed. 
On the motion of Cllr S Taylor, seconded by Cllr Weaver, it was 
RESOLVED to appoint one apprentice as soon as possible. 
ACTION: CLERK 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20pm 
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Public Participation Notes  
 
The Chairman invited members of the public to speak and there was a short 
presentation by pupils from Attleborough Academy which included the following:- 
 

 Caitlyn and Senna introduced themselves - currently in year 11, representing 
TPCS, which stands for Together Promoting Community Schemes. 

 The idea is to redesign and modernise one of Attleborough’s main parks, at 
the recreational ground on Station Road and came from a citizenship lesson 
while discussing possible routes for completing coursework. 

 As young people, who live in and around Attleborough, feel that one of the 
town’s main parks is getting old and people do not enjoy going there anymore 
for many reasons.  

 this is a big problem that is affecting the community 

 People are finding updated parks of better quality in the surrounding areas 

 When parents bring their young children to play, there are older children using 
the park as well, meaning the younger children feel intimidated.  

 A reason for teenagers using the play park is because there is no other areas 
offered nearby  

 feel that a separate area in the recreational ground, where teenagers could 
relax and see friends, would prevent the problem of younger children feeling 
intimidated  

 Another big problem, is that handicapped children may struggle to use the 
equipment, because there is nothing offered to them specifically with their 
needs in mind.  

 feel that all of these problems could be resolved meaning there was a safe 
place for younger children to play, an area where teenagers could relax and 
where handicapped children can use the play park. 

 A good park is important to have for any town because it brings together the 
town and improves community cohesion.  

 the current location of the park is good because it is central and easily 
accessible for all that live in Attleborough 

 If the council like the ideas to update the park, the image is to have a separate 
infant park, a separate area for older children and play equipment for the 
handicapped  

 have researched surrounding areas and feel that there is nothing similar and 
have designed basic floor plans for our image of the park 

 This image shows a separate area for under 7's which includes a smaller 
slide, smaller safety swings, a see-saw and with hop-scotch painted on the 
ground; also picnic areas in the park which could be used by adults and 
children or for the teenagers to relax and meet with friends.  

 The rest of the park includes swings (with adapted swing seat harness), a 
climbing frame, a roundabout (which has a flat ramped section where 
wheelchairs can be safely strapped on), monkey bars and a zip-wire.  

 The park also includes flowers and other decorative details which will make 
the park more aesthetically pleasing and will encourage more people to visit, if 
the park is attractive.  
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 to build community cohesion, surrounding schools could be involved - pupils 
to visit Junior/Infant school and ask how they feel about the idea and get them 
involved with further design of the park.  

 With the constant expansion of the town of Attleborough, this is the ideal time 
to update the park and will also have good social effects on children and their 
parents because they will be able to spend quality time together, and with 
friends, building stronger bonds.  

 having a good local park means that children can have a fun day while being 
safe, without the expense  

 will also encourage children to go outside and spend time with their friends 
instead of spending time inside on electronics (which is becoming an 
increasing problem in today’s society)  

 The idea will not affect the skatepark or the field which is used by 
Attleborough Town Football Club  

 They have signatures of students at AAN, which shows that children in the 
area will support the idea. 

 realise that it could be expensive but with all the advantages it provides feel 
that it will be worth it 

 
The students were thanked and advised that the Council is working on a 
Neighbourhood Plan which is the emerging vision of Attleborough and meetings 
were being held involving Mr McShane and the Academy. New and improved play 
equipment was already being considered and will shortly be considering plans to 
make the recreation ground the focal point of town and main play area.  Funding 
would follow once the Plan was in place.  The pupils’ ideas were welcomed as the 
voice of the youth and members were keen for the students to meet with them again 
and the Clerk would contact them in due course 


